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The highly anticipated follow-up to Jotham's Journey! Bartholomew's Passage is an engaging story

that guides families through the Advent season. Young Bartholomew's adventures start when

Roman soldiers destroy his village and disperse his family, continue through his enslavement to a

tyrannical master and his escape with his new friend Nathan, and end with a reunion with his family

in Bethlehem. Along the way Bartholomew makes a new friend, a young boy named Jotham!
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This is the first year that we have read BARTHOLOMEW'S PASSAGE as a family for Advent

devotions. We read JOTHAM`S JOURNEY, by the same author, two years in a row, and really

enjoyed the way the two stories intertwine! You can enjoy BARTHOLOMEW'S PASSAGE without

ever reading JOTHAM`S JOURNEY. Both stories stand on their own as an exciting adventure set in

the time just before the birth of Jesus. As both stories allude to the other, you will enjoy alternating a

different book each year. Along the way, you'll learn about the way that the Bible was copied and

stored, the tyranny of the Romans over the Jewish people, and culture and daily activities of people

in Bible times. The story of Bartholomew is very exciting! There are some parts that are brutal or

violent, so I would rate this as a "PG" story and not read to very young children that might be scared

of "murderous slave-traders" and the like, at bedtime. After an exciting story chapter is read (always



with a "cliffhanger" ending!), there is a short "lesson" or devotional following. I think the devotions

are even better this time, than in JOTHAM'S JOURNEY. The author, Arnold Ytreeide shows a

spiritual maturity, and an insight into the spiritual development of kids that is outstanding. Instead of

"God will always keep you safe", we learn that sometimes bad things do happen, but, God will be

there with you through the hard times. The devotional goes down easy because the story is so

good! The story, itself, is about a boy that is taken away from his family, and sold as a slave to a

cruel master. He is saved by a monk from Qumran and the two must escape from Roman soldiers.

Bartholomew's adventures take him from the Dead Sea to Bethlehem, where he helps a man and a

very pregnant woman find a place to spend the night.
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